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Sun Hats Protect the 2nd Graders 

By: Alexis Scott, Savannah Wood, and Tanner Shell 
 

At Idaho Hill Elementary School the 2nd 
graders made sun hats to protect themselves from 
the sun. The STEaM activity focused on, “Why do 
we wear clothes?” The 2nd grade scientists used tin 
foil, paper bags, paper plates, and string. Mrs. 
Skaugstad, the 2nd grade teacher, chose this 
STEaM activity because it meets their science 
standards. Mrs. Skaugstad found this activity on 
the Mystery Science website. The process of 
making the sun hats took 35 minutes.  

One 2nd grader gave us some feedback. 
Nikki said, “It was hard!” 

What these 2nd graders liked most about 
STEaM was building the sun hats. When asked, if 
they could go back and start it all over again, one 
student said, “I would put a plastic bag on the sun 
hat to make it look like a bird beak.” Then a second 
student chimed in, “I would put a napkin on top of 
the sun hat.” The 2nd graders are excited to find out 
what their next Mystery Science lesson will be.  

 
       
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MAKERSPACE ROOM 

STEaM in Progress  
By: Breelynn Duran & Ellis Willis 

 

 
 

 In the fall of 2018, Idaho Hill Elementary 
introduced its new makerspace to the children. 
During the 2017 school year, Mrs. Lewis was 
awarded a $5,000 grant to make this new “space”. 
One reporter asked Mrs. Lewis why she made the 
makerspace. “It was not just me. Our school staff 
thought we needed a room where students and 
staff could create projects,” she answered. In the 
makerspace there are things like KNex, robotics, 
coding projects, two 3-D printers, and Ozobots. 
The makerspace is also full of random supplies 
such as cotton balls, clay, cardboard, toothpicks, 
fabric, packing peanuts, fuzzy straws, dowels, 
skewers, and glue. One reporter asked Janie 
Alexander what she thought about the 
makerspace. “I think the makerspace is a lot of fun, 
and I’m glad we have it!” she responded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

6th Graders Destroy Bridges!  
By: Morgan Trumbull, Jazmyn Sams and Katelynn Willis  

 
Idaho Hill Elementary is a STEaM-focused school. 
The 6th grade class at Idaho Hill Elementary is using 
hands-on science to make models of bridges. The 
6th grade’s assignment was to make a handmade 
bridge using glue and toothpicks, and then use 
rocks to determine the breaking point. The kids were 
jazzed up with excitement when bridges snapped in 
half. One student’s bridge could hold 4 pounds. 
Some bridges were constructed very well and did 
not snap as fast. Other bridges were weaker and 
snapped sooner. Mrs. Hahn said, “…I love to see 
students collaborate and persevere while designing 
and building their truss bridges.” What will happen 
next?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Amazing 1st Graders Learning about 

Animal Adaptation 
By Haiden Leach & Ryker Pfel 

 

During 1st quarter, the first graders at Idaho Hill 
Elementary learned how birds’ beaks can be used 
for grabbing food in weird spots, like in between 
rocks. Animals adapt to their habitat for survival.  
First graders picked animals because they love 
animals and wanted to learn more about them. One 
first grader said, “I was working on birds and frogs!”  
Another 1st grader said, “I had fun learning about 
frogs and other animals.” The study of birds took 
three days, and the study of frogs took three days 
as well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The STEaM School Principal 
By Chanse Sturgell and Ryan Norris 

 

 As you may know, Idaho Hill Elementary is a 
steam-focused school. You  may be 
wondering what STEaM is. STEaM is an 
acronym: S is for Science, T is for 
Technology, E is for Engineering, a is for art, 
and M is for Mathematics. When asked what 
inspired her to make a STEaM-focused 
school, Mrs. Luckey said, “There are new 
jobs in the world, and we need to get 
students ready for those new jobs.” STEaM 
involves all sorts of hands-on projects that 
incorporate mathematics, reading, writing, 
art, and fun. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The Fifth Graders’ Cool Four Spheres 
Project  
 
By Jacee O’Laire and Mathew lint  
    
It was October when the fifth-grade students were 
starting to make their four spheres projects in the 
makerspace room. They were doing this because 
they wanted to learn more about Earth’s four 
spheres. 
 
The fifth-grade teacher said that she chose this 
project because it allowed for students to be 
creative, and it helped them develop a deeper 
understanding of the four subsystems that make up 
our Earth.  She was very happy about how 
enthusiastic and engaged every student was as 
they built their Earth models. But when one 
reporter interviewed a fifth grader, Savannah Wood 
commented that she felt stressed because there 
was a time limit and you had to get it finished by 
the deadline. Some materials they used to build 
their models were clay, boxes, foam pads, fabric, 
rocks, hot glue, and toothpicks. One of the students 
said, “If I could change one thing in my project, I 
would change the trees. I would remove them and 
put in a dirt road and cars.” 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kindergarteners Help Turkeys  
By: Cecily Campbell, Chloe Butler, and Janie Alexander 

 
The kindergarteners at Idaho Hill Elementary just 
finished a STEaM project.  Idaho hill is a STEaM-
focused school where every student learns things 
about STEaM.  The Kindergarteners made a plain 
turkey into a book character.  They did this 
because they had to disguise the turkeys so the 
farmers wouldn’t cook and eat them for 
Thanksgiving.  We asked Sarayah what the 
hardest part was and what her book character’s 
name is. She replied with, “The part where it was 
green. The clothes were hard to do. The grinch.” 

 The reporters asked Mrs. Myrvang why she 
chose this particular activity.  She replied, “I chose 
this activity for many reasons.  One, it allowed me 
to bring literacy into art.  Two, it allowed students to 
be creative.  And three, it gave students the 
opportunity to work on their motor skills: cutting, 
gluing, and tracing.’’   The Kindergarteners are 
excited for future projects. 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Better Watch Out, Cows!   
By Skyler, Abree, and Kaedin 
 

Mrs. Knapp’s 4th grade class will be dissecting a 
cow’s eye inside the 4th grade class. Mrs. Knapp 
said that she didn’t even tell her students, and that 
they didn’t know about the entire quarter’s activities 
that she funded from STCU. Mrs. Knapp got a 
grant of $250. She had bought wind powered 
turbines, hydro-energized motors, a sound 
machine, etc. with the grant money. She didn’t let 
any of the money go to waste; she spent every last 
penny on science equipment.  Her kids were 
peeking at the projects and trying to touch the cow 
eye. Mrs. Knapp had to shoo them away!   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 
CC BY-SA-NC 

https://biologycorner.com/worksheets/cow_eye_dissection.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

